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REPORT OF THE CONCHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The Recorder of the Coiichological Section respectfully reports 
that during the year ending Dec. 1st, 1888, the Academy has con- 
tinued to publish such conchological papers as have been offered. 

Two members have been elected. The loss to the section by 
death has been the severest in its history. On January 21st, 1888, 
our honored Treasurer, Mr. Wm. L. Mactier, was called from works 
to reward, and we had hardly turned from paying our last tribute 
of respect to his memory, when we were again summoned to perform 
the same service for our beloved Conservator, the eminent Conchol- 
•ogist, George W. Tryon Jr. who died February 5th, 1888, while 
yet in the prime of life. 

At a special meeting of the Section called for the purpose and 
held February 22nd, 1888, appropriate minutes prepared by the 
Director were adopted and by direction sent to the families of the 
deceased. 

William Laurence Mactier, a member of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences of- Philadelphia since Jan. 1860, was born in the city of 
New York, May 28, 1818, and died at his home in this citv Jan. 21, 
1888. 

His father, Henry Mactier, was a native of Scotland, and his 
mother, a daughter of Augustine Hicks Laurence and Catherine 
Luquer, was born in New York. 

Mr. Mactier had been prepared for admission into the College of 
New Jersey, intending after completing his general education there 
to devote himself to the medical profession. But unexpectedly, 
conclusive reasons forced him to abandon the project, and seek a 
more speedy route to a livelihood in mercantile affairs — he became 
a man of business. The extent and character of his preliminary 
education fostered in him a taste for letters which he cultivated 
during his leisure so well that the College of New Jersey conferred 
upon him the honorary degree of Master of Arts. 

Mr. Mactier was one of the constituents of the Conchological Sec 
tion of the Academy ; and from the date of its institution, Dec. 26, 
1866, was its treasurer. During twenty-two years he discharged all 
the duties of the office efficiently and promptly. 

He served in the Council of the Academy, and was a member of 
its Committee on Instruction and Lectures. 

He contributed $285 to the building fund, and was a member of 
the Board of Trustees thereof. 
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He was a member of the Musical Fund Society of Philadelphia, 
and read a historical sketch of the institution before the Society 
Jan. 29, 188-5, which was published. He was treasurer of the So- 
ciety from 1864 to 1880, — sixteen years — and vice-president since 
1881. 

He was long a member of the Philadelphia Atheneum. At forty- 
six consecutive annual elections of the Philadelphia and Reading 
Railroad Company he was one of the judges of the election. 

He was active in the Board of Publication of the Presbyterian 
Church ; a Director of the " Mercer Home ;" Secretary of the Pres- 
byterian Hospital ; a member of the Deacon's Court, and associate 
superintendent of the Sunday School of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Philadelphia. 

The position which he held, the work he did, are significant of his 
friendliness to natural science, of his benevolence and public spirit 
as well as of the excellence of his character. 

Resolved, That in the death of William L. Mactier the Coucholog- 
ical Section of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 
has lost an estimable member and efficient treasurer, that, in testi- 
mony of appreciation of our loss and as a tribute to his memory, 
this brief of his virtues be entered upon the record of Proceedings, 
and that a copy thereof be transmitted to his family by the Re- 
corder. 

The Director's extended and appreciative biographical notice of 
Mr. Tryon is published in the present number of the Proceedings of 
the Academy. 

Our Conservator, Mr. H. A. Pilsbry, reports : — 
"The principal additions to the museum consist of suites of Medi- 
terranean shells from Malta and the Balearic Isles received from 
Messrs B. Tomlin and Alfred Caruana; of Sandwich Is. land 
shells, a large series from Mr. Baldwin ; and new Tasmanian shells 
from C. E. Beddome. From the family of the late Wm. L. Mactier, 
a number of interesting forms mostly of well known marine species. 
A large number of American species have been received, among 
which may be mentioned alpine land shejlls from Colorado, Florida 
marine shells and a series of Texas shells. A full list of the dona- 
tions are included in the " Additions to the Museum." 

The total number of additions made is 46, amounting to 603 trays, 
3455 specimens. The collection now contains 192,605 specimens in 
51,930 trays. A valuable series of alcoholic specimens has been re- 
ceived from Mr. Bryant Walker, Detroit, Mich. In the museum. 
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the arrangement of the families Nerltidce, Phasianellidce and Tvrbi- 
nldce has been nearly completed." 

No changes have been made in the By-Laws of the Section. 
The officers of the Section for 1889 are : — 

W, S. W. Ruschenberger. 
John Ford. 
Edward J. Nolan. 
S. Raymond Roberts. 
. John H. Redfield. 
Edward J. Nolan. 
Henry A. Pilsbry, 
Respectfully submitted, 

S. Raymond Roberts, 

Recorder. 



Director, 
Vice-Director, 
Recorder, . 
Treasurer, . 
Secretary, . 
Librarian^ . 
Conservator, 



REPORT OF THE BOTANICAL SECTION. 

The Vice-Director of the Botanical Section respectfully reports a 
continued interest on the part of the members. The membership 
continues about as heretofore, the meetings have been regularly at- 
tended, and many facts of great interest brought to the attention of 
the Section and discussed by the members. The Section is out of 
debt with a small surplus in its treasury. 

The officers elected for the year ensuing are : — 

Director, .... Dr. W. S. W. Ruschenberger. 

Vi^e-Director, . . . Thomas Meehan. 

Recorder, .... Dr. Charles Schaffer. 
Cor. Secretary and Treasurer, . Isaac C. Martindale. 
Conservator, .... John H. Redfield. 
A most gratifying announcement is the completion of the great 
task of mounting all the specimens in the herbarium of North 
American plants as covered by Gray's Synoptical Flora. This was 
commenced in 1878, by the Conservator, Mr. John H. Redfield, as- 
sisted at various times b}' Messrs. F. Lamson Scribner, Isaac Burk 
and the late Charles F. Parker. 

The encouraging growth of the herbarium noted in our former 
annual reports, still continues. The large number of 1039 species 
were added to our former list, making 28,306 as the total number 
of species of vascular plants represented in the herbarium. 



